Thee bubding I8 lacated in
‘2 T15-hectare Savannsh-
llke grassland in northarn
Eajsthan — home to
Blachbuck anlelopes

So the object building
will transform society?

A programme that understands the relationship between animal
survival, hurnan culture and folklore, while also becoming
a driver for socio-economic upliffment is translated into
architecture, its language and systems of construction
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human contact has meant that these proud and
elegant animals do not shirk away from people.
Atransformative programme was needed — that
would not only ensure the animal's survivaland
Its continued intertwining with human culture

ment and women's empowerment
hed to cohesively plan
ted strategy that involved
various Government departments and the local
dministration. The focus was onachieving
an ecological balance that would enable the
creation of sustainable livelihoods, Enlightened
political leadership has meant that a participatory
process ensued wherein all stakeholders such
as the bureaucrats, local panchayats, engineers,
local politicians, social workers and the
architects themselves (as shapers of the physical
environrment) became involved in structuringa
future forthe place.
Oneof the first tasks for the architects involved
th gof an ecclogical programme and
masterplan for the entire sanctuary. A highway
that runs adjacent to the sanctuary will be shifted
inthe long term, as would be salt pans that have
caused an increase in the acidity of the sail, The
edge between the sanctuary and the adjacent
inhabited areas was also in dire need of definition,
astheantelope was being attacked by predators
such as dogs and foxes. A long-term strategy of
replacing the boundary wall with a traditional dola
or a bermwith thorny bushes has been chalked out
The building programme became intertwined
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designed 1o be open and
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conslantly sre in dislogue
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surrounding enviranment
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stonework that hes sdded o
layer o lacalisation’ as wall
as functioning s ‘vents’ 1o
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during Trequent dust storms

wellasthe lazger ecological programme.
tasks involved the conversion of four disparate
and disjoint extant build ings strewn across the
la ¢ witha multi-

ape Into a cohesive faci
ional functional pregramme involving an

nd accormmoda
spaces for community welfare and vocatio
training programmes. This act of reprogramming
and transformation of the building’s phys by
is astriking aspect of the project. Formerly closed
and confined buildings have now become open
and porous —with the 'insularboxes’ now
transformed ir mibers for the free Lse of

onework

ings now sport a graftof s
that has added u layer of "localisation’ as well
asfunctioning as ‘vents' to ensure pr
equalisation during frequent dust storm
fits s & thres-

remarkable of these
triangulated jaali that replaces former closed
Revathi Kamath sees the trian;

patterns formed

and thelrantle

in loci ts that come from black buck folklore

completely out of focal s

form a visually intricate but robustand sturdy

icgnegraphic image —and seem more abstract
"

incomparl he
are derivat] adi suchas the
chiajfas and their bracke! s Butt




o the cbject buikding wil frarshor society? Tal Cahapar, IN

o

Bl 2oy

FLEVATICN
(Bl

[ ! T+
S

t DFQY Offce and Wik Hhesines
Intes pretsiion Cenire Seminar Roern

: Public Taists Cradt's Shep

3 Stslf Housing Catterin y

4 VP Guesi House Fﬂl'!ﬂ"l;!m

5 Amphithest © Phaco

& . Bernar B e waer:mnmn

7  Crafis Shopand é”:'nl
Caleteria

& Forest Rangers’ Cudiers.

LA T

/ T R A |
| I [ | o s -
— | BC
e = @ 0_tom
-
.
Desiga Lorgestry Prajectbes £y 4
Kamath Design Studia Bhagesrat Prajapati 1 m! £
Frimripel Aechitact Cliant | o i
Ravathi Kamath Governmant of Rajasthan ; 350 st i
Beslgn Team Laeatien 1 Consbustise Phase ]
Rewaihi Kamath, Shreti Soni,  Chhapar, Churu Diviried, i 2008-201
Sanriti Chawhan, Jasheerat  Rajasthan i
Sangrs, Sstendsr Garg i i
i
Cish Contractar i i
Bhageerat Praja ' i
i




Tal Chhapar, IN

ication' —atermthat she
cultures Hem, in
Seantrast, the building traditions and craft cultures
mrestill alive’ sheargues, rigeds tobe seen
Swithin the framework of cont y of aesthetic
Walues and native intelligence
Stone s uzed in more dramatic fashion for the
fewer mxtensions and additions to the project such
(the eovered vernndahs — distinctly as sandet
Slinkels and hesagonal vents that float within the
matrixof plastered brickwork!. The bi rork is
articulated in minute detail —forming delicat
Seorbels to support the sandstane lintels whils
bEing builtasa‘jaali’ ormassive screen —witha
gEpetitive pattern of openings. Asimilar 'vis
characteralso pervades the architect’s own house
bt she discards this azar - rather choosing
o regard it as a ‘functional’ strategy to mitigate a
harsh climate without compromising on thermal
mias and natural ventilation. S
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Within massive walls ensure that the sand
deposited autside the walls during dust storms ag
the air foroes itself thr ough the narrow openings'
= a strategy that, now scientifically pe
Been adopted by native wisdom for centuries

ven, has

Thus the interior spaces are always vented, but
The architect sees ihe ' kept comparatively free of sand particles toa great ecological footprint. Wastes wers used too—the I
triangle in the jasli as a T - J extent v leftovers after slab-cutting Tha 'nag-jhumpas’ Baast of
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patterns tormed in the -, the formof the “jhumpa’ — a traditis The overall bamboe reol Fnally deckad
landzcepe by the animals typelogy in the reglon with thatched roofs Here oul im eancrete. ooy

and theit antless as well as
the patterns inherent in local
crafts that come from black
busk folkiore
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these neo-jhumpas’ beast of anar
triangulated steel frame that hold abamboo
mooffinally decked out in concrete. & layer of

soil and grass imparts thermal mass to the roof
thus Iowering indoor termperat re:
Teneviables and materials sourced | :
that the bullding has an exceptionally small
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