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INDICENOUS  architec-
Iucin  Dbrings o
mind @ viriety of strikiug
imuges, be they the [lat-
voofed mud  arehitectinre
of the wungete plains of
Utlur Pradesh, the
wark  of  Hajasthan, the
hegatitnlly textured muad walls of  Cujarat,  he
Manber work and tiled soofs of the west coust, he
Imbiog structures of the  North-East, the slate
toofs of Himachil and many other notable types,
Such examples of dndigenous architectnre which
" ure s rich in context as they are varied, have in
common a guality that can be best describod o5
belonging.  They can be seon to huve been ships
ced by the sociul, enlturnl. technological mud gen-
gruphieal forces of their time and  place and
fashioned to perfection by snccessive generations
of builders with the materiuls it hand and the
cumulative practical  esperience of their
fathers. Such architecture is not foreign to ils
sofl, nor fs it o result ol lewrwed or  intellectusl
activityy b has grown, quite literafly, out of the
earth, the rocks, the trees und the hills # is found
in.
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Tt is necessary to gn back in time to establish
 socigl perspective.  We hegin with the existence
of the pre-Arvan; tribal and Dravidian cultures;
the advent of the Aryans fn India, their territorial
diffusion and spread to all parts of the subeon-
Hinent and the eventuul mix over time, to differ-
ng deirees, of Arvan colture with preArvan sorde-
Hes, to produce w rich vatiety of  disinctive sub-
sotiltures,  Let us Treeze the picture here for e
mament ond Took for the socinl aod enlhural pat-
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terny that emerge; At ane end of ouar picture we
have tribal cultires, self.contained und isolated,
mtouched by Arvan elvilisation for o variety ol
reasons. At the other end are the Aryan cultures
in forms that are more or less pure.  Between these
twir extremes Tie the vost number of  suboultures
which are predominuntly  Arvan,  in that  they
have in common the unifying religious texts, the
socinl order and the structure of spme distinetive
pre-Aryan social patterns and. beliefs.

Thongh snelia eulbural classificalion iy ondaubi-
edly simplistic, the purpose in establishing this
framework s only to hegin to ook for  pattenis

...It is Inevitable that tribal socleties should
have perfected their sheller and seltlement re-
quirements in harmony with their physical,
social and spiritual needs.

and faress within these enltures thut have helped
to shape their architecture: to discover the prece-
dents, mles nnd provesses by which communities
built, wid to thereby understand the essential dif-
ferenices hetweer| what we see today as the diver-
gent poles of mdigenons,  clussical and - moder
arehitectnre.

The architecture of tribal coltures which huve
remained fsolated and untouched by the chang-
ing forces of civilisation until only very recently,
is clearly wn wrchitectare of forms, elements and
solations, shmple but ingenions, which evolved
fram tentative beginnings sometime fu the dis-
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trial and error, Given their specific  location, ] (Continped ’

natural enviroument, available material resources (_ Mww

and their specific cultural context, all of whieh m ;ndm‘;ﬁﬂa;w mdm",pr_wﬁm
have changed but little over centuries, it iy inevi- Wit o cotsonunco _ totality of its
table that tribal societies should have perfected social, cultural and spiritual framework, & set of
their shelter and settlement requirements iy liare ‘rules that had grown out of its [uternal  forces.
mony with their physical, social and spititual

needs. What concerns us bere, however, is the act . 2‘ y ————————
of building and the involvoment of such  com- The eiitist modern  architecture is  uprosting
munities fn this act. One can make the hasic abser. ﬂm~m.m

vation that the specialisation of pations that
exists in tho more ‘developed’ cultures, does not
pxist in tribal socleties whore every man 5 o a
necessary extent o hunter, [oruger, farmer, curpen-
tar, eraftsman, handyman and o builder. Every

imilarly may be a l ife, cuak, we A
tailor, farmer and decorator, And  every child
wecessarily acquires these skills at an  early age
throngh observation, experimentution  and parti-
cipation. The act of building in « tribal saciely,
therefore, Is an act of self-help, the joint effort of
varions members of the social unit, each of whom
makes his. or her traditional contribution 1o, the

of this framework of the Silpe-Sastas
post-Aryan - development of the
classical temple styles of Hitidy architeetire evolv-
od. m of Hindu temple

has been extensively chronicled by
many architectural historfans, bt the parallel eve-
Tution in domestie bulldings of - varied and  nich

|

gructure.  The highly developed Arnvan eultus
ilso hod an ordered social  stracture h.:nﬂ

aecupations (n its complex stratification of
and sub-castes,  Within the soctal framewark,

Silpa-Sastray defined the four varnas ar clawes of
of silpie—the bullders. These four ctmq_wl:

Sasbrar, is not immediately apparent,  To
1 3 roecug-
- nise thiy we need to understand three basie facts:
‘ELMMWI-HMM?M

whole process because that fs the way it has been, silpis were: lﬂd'dﬁuﬂlpindplu of building design and

i¢ and must remain, Building s as much an infrio- . Gnlike say, the Remulssance fn

ste part of trilel life and cilture as ure ity arls mnd L The sthapati, was vorsed in design s Europe, these mles did wot amount to 4 visual

crafts. The house, like the weipons, the Gnple. sienge. ?; Second, beeause of this absence of a defi-
§ n

stylistic dogma, the silpie or builder were
froe o adapt themselves to the variety of locations
and in which they found themeelves and
the different materialy that were available to work
I Is precisely becanse of the stylistic open-
vest of the Silpa-Sastrax that the descendante of
~ the Aryan wttlers in different parts of the sub-

- contitient were able to evolve, aver o period of

time, architectural solations that were apt 1n their
~ specific contest. Third, wnlike the total conteol
~ exercised over every aspect of the bullding design

2. The Swiragrahi, was versed h‘mm; '
history of architecture and In drowings.

3. The vardhaki, was versed in measurements,
the strength und quality of materinls dnd i
general literature,

ments, the domestic articles, the clothing, the ve- 4 mlﬂnh.whmmndhm
ligious and the ceremonial items are all things to woad, stone, iron, brass, copper, gl i
be made, decorated, used, given symbolic mein- silver,
ing and wed secording to the resources, skills, P
r‘:s!i:l. hb:ﬁﬁ beliefs of the culture in the m;:; The 'ﬁ"‘:‘:; '};fw.“- %mﬂi‘ ‘::h:?

it nows, 1t I8 this intrinsic strength of the trils] nowled skills ths o
tradition, its natural evolution out of its setting and required to posses was elabosately
enlture, and the contimed fnvolvement ol its pro-
ple in the act of making, that give tritual art, eralt
and architeotural forms thelr tmeless quality.

e ————————————————————

Building Is as much an Intrinsic part of tribal
life and culture as are ils arts and crafls.

widing prineiples. The mitmzrahi  would then
the vardhak would select the  muterinls and

We see then thar Aryan eulture hrowsht with

Tict s now mave to the Aryan andsoan Aryun s ol . ""“HT"::Y mmmmkmg?:m
cultures and look ot the traditions ard processes (Contimund on. Bept . N"Q'"“' its decorations. clements and de-
‘—:M.n.-_ SN SR T

Wuditions,  which have  gown out of e

talls, This procesy or system of Tllding concep-
tion and execution, undoubledly helped to foster
local and regions} building craft traditlons, loth
through formal and informal craft guilds, to create
A diversity of building elements wnd toxtures that
is appurent even today.

We see then that the Aryan building wadition,
though it differed from the tribal trudition in tiat
it was based on a formal body of leaming and
skills und relied on pecialists for its plion
and execution, did nevertheless achieve,  within
a4 unified framework, an Gppropriatiness to tHine,
place and social context, local variations of mute-
rials, form and expression and the quality of sich-
ness that is the hall-mark of any: good Todim tra-

dition.

The Moghul perid, has created some of the
greatest architectural  monuments to be seon in
India toduy. The Moghuls browght with them an
architectural style that wax perforeo adapted 1o,
assimilated and evolved by the Hindu eraft tra-
dition in the major religious and civie architectime
of the period. In the established indigenions -
dition of domestic  architecture, however,  {he
Moghul period has o less profound effoct.  The
Moghuls did oot bring with them anv  dramati-
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cally new huilding techuiques and wor did they
Tave un evolved tradition of domestic  arehitec-
ture, They were thus able to udopt and wonld
to thelr needs without mueh diffieulty, the Toeal
huilding traditions they encountered,

1t wus with the coming of the British to Indiu,
with their imperial style, and the advent of the
industrial, scientific and technological revolution
of the West, that dramatic changes begin to take
place in Indian society.  The industrial rovolution
brought with it the gowing dichotomy of wrhan







