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Young Indian architects are looking at the specific traditions of the
regions in which they are building to learn lessons about local custom,
handling severe climatic conditions and the importance of
reinvigorating almost lost craft skills, Below, a Jaisalme
one of the patterns.for contemporary work.
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For the Amit farmhouse, a building recently completed
in Delhi, the Kamaths prepared a plan that loenled (he
walls and liged the changing room lovelz on g gently
eloping site. 1L was then left Lo the eraftsmen Lo develop
the gactions and elevat make the doare and windows
and position them, The result of this teamwork w
of eonstantly shifting dythma, where availa
decided whether an opening was to be archid ar corhelled,
and how the rool wis to e,

Amit Fasrmhouss
bedroom

2. bathroom

3, drossing room
ety

5, courts

8. Bivirg roans
7, pavilion

@, versndahs
9, antry court
10, diming bt
11, dining roam
12 pantry.

13, kitchen

In the Kamal Singh residence nearby, the ereative
potential of indigenous skill was harnessed in a more
eonventional manner, The understanding of loeal craft in
this, the Kamaths” most recent work, was so
comprehensive that o complete st of dmwings was
prepared incorporating the local elements—the dome, alr
venta and corbelled window shades,

The Kamaths have alwaya felt that true revival o
buikding teadition ean come about only if the w
allaws the eraftsman a froe hand in expression—and
primirily in the smaller seale of residential work, Larger
institutionnl complexes tend Lo make overbures W culture
and location in a speculative and abstract way, The actual

vahes of a place can be efTectively expressed only by those

who live in it

Faor the outsider, Romi Khosla, another Dielhi-b
architect, maintains that the task of srchitectural
interpretiution in the highly complox place-specific culture
of Indii, i a diffieult and tenuows one, Khosla's work, as
varied in function as it is dispersed over Indin, allows him
to apeak and practise from the privileged vantage of an
architect conscions of the myriad images and associstions
of each of the places in which he has bailt,
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Elewation detaibs of the At
Tarmibsouse, Dalhi, donianed by
Vasamt and Revathl Ksmath.

5

Th Kaenal Singh houss, Dalh,
designed by Vasant and Revathi
:.Qun‘“h.

Saction through living roeem, Amit
Anrmibeons s

7
Ground flsos plan of Amit
Tarmbowse
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Entrance o Kamal Singh house.
]

Doene vartilator, Kamal Singh
o,

10
Pran of Karmal Singh house.
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Ervrance slavation, Kamal Singh
hause,
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Siia abevanion
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Section through livisg room
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