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% Pupui Jayakar, in

her hook entitled the

Earthern Drum  says,

“India is a country of
tremendous survivals and she car-
ries her Stone Age along with her.
The atomic age exists alongside the
chalcolithic....... The refusal 1o re-
Ject, and the capacity to transforfi
archaic mith and rital into the
living present is purely a charac-
::]‘:!hc peculiar to the Indian

Why is it then that the contem-
porary architectural ambience is
incapable of accepting this funda-
mental cultural characteristic? In
order to accommodate and not
exclude why does it not respond to
the diverse cultural and economic
complexitics of our society, by
widening its range of expression,

The characteristic of the ability
to assimilate the knowledge, sym-
bols and techniques of the past was
apparent in architecture, until the
coming of the industrial age. The
contemporary architectural vocabu-
lary has limited the function of
architecture to merely shelter and
slore.
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Architecture is rarely scen as an
extension of the human being Into
the environment physically, socially
and spiritually, It has always been
and will be the main indicator of
the relationships of human beings,
to other forms of life and most

=—=artant of alt, the relationshipr of
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enerdy. The importance of
architecture as a means of express-

ing these relationships cannot be
Uinderstated, and this must alsa be
understood by politicians, bureau-
crats, technotrats, industrialists
and others who are controlling the
built environment by their de-
cisions in other ficlds of life. It is
true that the human-being moulds
architecture but it must be realised
that architecture and the built-
environment  also moulds the
human-being. If the forms, compo-
nents and organisation of anchilec-
ture and the bullt environmenl are
determined mainly by forces, de-
vices and systems invented to serve
the human-being and not by forces
that originate directly from the
creativity of the human being, il
will result in an ambience that will
mute and distort the human sensi-
bilities that have cvolved as a
response to The conditions on the
lurfm:r of (he “edrth,

B ut if we look around us at the
physical realities created by
contemporary builders what do we
gee? The all purpose multi-storied
super hlocks to serve as housing,
offices, markets, factories, the
acres of faceless housing estates
alienated from the vital urban ac-
tivities of which they are a part, a
diminutive Spanish villa in the neo-
subuths of the city's vas! tracts of
what was once agricultural land
dotted with rows upon rows of the
ready made intermational  dream
home, set in a garden, complete
“with*a stfiie vonr bf reinfovéed
thitkPete, painted a murky red —
the remains and memory of the
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roof tiles crafted by the potter once
upon a time.

Where is the potter? Where is
the carpenter carver? Where is the
mason who crafted the brick or
stone arch before the magic ma-
terial of concrete began to replace
his craft? Where is the muralist
painter who created the evolution
of the universe on our walls, before
the synthetic paint industry took
over to finish them a purely smooth
uniform instead? Where is the un-
known woman who moulded the
walls of her house into a home and
wrole on its surfaces, the stories of
the nuances of life? Are a chosen
few master crafis people to he
preserved as relics in museums and
displayed at appropriate accasions
and the rest.to languish and then
disappear into the current of indus-
trialisation? Does the acquisition of
a-new_technology mean that the,
gllite past is to be discarded as

-_ ohsolete? Does-it mean that there is
only ane uniform ‘quality of life’
that should be adopted by all so
that the process and problems of
development can be simplified for
the authorities 1o undertake? Is
there no wav in which the vast
store house of human knowledge,
skills and resources can be utilised
to create a built environment? An
environment that is more mean.
ingful to its users today, an en-
vironment that will actively as-
similate the past and ensure its
presence in the future — an en-
vironmenl that is human,

brick dome, ta be bullt without the
use of shutlering. Just as a wall is
buill, but with the skill of & brick
mason who was aware of the
method and discipline invalved in
placing the bricks in a manner thay
the dome would result. For six
months, as the walls were coming
up, we looked for a mason, but in
vain. About lo give up and in
desperation we  talked 1o the
mason, who had so far built up the
walls. Our face to face discussion
led us to discover that the very
same mason possessed the skills to
construct the dome and finally did
s0. His fullllment was im-
measurable, because for the first
time in his life as a mason in the
organised sector of the building
industry he used a skill that was
imbibed from his traditional educa.
tion as an apprentice in
Muzzafarpur, Hibar, This method
of roofing costs about ha!l 25 much

as af ‘Feinfirced cemenl concrete

slab,

M ost architects and builders
cannot afford to continue 1o
ignore and alienate human creativi-
tv by rejecting the organizational
structures developed in the tra-
ditional precindustrial socictios, hy
labelting them all irvelevant, They
cannot continue to work with their
oxisting two dimensianal tonls of
the T Square, set-square and draw-
ingt hoard. They will have to leam
to work consciously with the com-
plex multi-dimensional realities
that have . always, mqulﬂui il

...... Thre design of a°sthotl and day~ "' “renlifles 1hat o much

TCate centre in awresettlemeént cos
lotly, “Seema, Puli incOrfbrated 3

heyond the realm of the cificient
fogical and rational decision mak-

ing for which computers ‘could be
used.

Never before in the history of
human kind have centralised
authorities been in a position to

dietate all the architecture of cities,
towns and even the remotest vil-
lages. Today we see the house for
the houseless programme mani-
festating itsell in the villages, as
small cramped, so<called pukka
pre-consiructed rows of houses,
reminiscent of the world war camps
for P.0O.Ws. or refugees.

The concerned and  sensilive
architect is left wondering how to
communicate to the rural develop-
ment authorities the need to re-
spect the morphologly of the spatial
structures of villages, the intimate
relationship of the home, the sym-
balic significance of every objecl
and its position in the home. The
values and uses of some of the
traditional building materials, tech-
niques and building skills, the
inter-relationship  of  geography,
climate, sociology, anthropolpgy
and history, Factors which have
affected. influenced and have been
synthesized into a way of life. This
unilerstanding can only come from
a deep respect and understanding
of the essence of the 'old" and a
commitment to integdrate it with the
‘new’ In brder 1o enhance’ the life
of the villager. The administration
must realise that the buildings they
put up in the villages and its

nurmunﬂunu have to be more than

mere shelters: Architecls have huilt
in the villages, showing that it is

possible to build the ‘new’ mlo the
‘old', Tt is now for the authorities
to realise its importance and act
aceordingly.

he inability of the planning

and development authorities,
o recognise and accept the plu-
rality of our society has also mani-
fested itself in the sterile monotony
in human urban development, To
strait jacket people into the econ-
omic calegories of the H.LG.,
MIG. LG, and EW.S, and to use
this calegorization as the main
criterion for social grouping in
housing development schemes is to
be blind tn the existing informal
socio-political and economiic on
ganisation and networks, the very
forces that make these places
liveable. All because the urhan
development authorities know no
better than to attempt to emulate
the architecture of the industrial.
ised societies.

Take the example of the com-
munity of traditiomal performing
artists and crafts persons, who
have heen living for over 25 years
opposite the Shadipur Depol In
West Delhl. They have been voicing
the need to he settled there, want-
ing to help hind, practice, perform,
carve, sew, embraider and paint in
an environment that respects their
social structure which will enhance
their creativity, A place that will
express their continuity of tra-
dition. Does their habitat have to
tonform (o the image of the 'uni-
form” metropolitan environment? (1
it not possible that all the ‘techno-
logical’ needs of the urban network

Yesterday

can be fulfilled in ways other than
the ‘standard norms of housing for
the economically weaker sections
of society? This is not the only
community in Delhi with a need for
special care, There are many others
whose oceupations, life styles and
architectural requirements demand
 shift from the contemporary con-
ventional,

coples’ participation in urban

manangement has a wide
nange of pombﬂ-bu in the re
de and e of
traditional environments like Shah-
jahanabad, Nizammuddin, Chirag
Dethi and the urban villages
engulfed by the city. Karol Bagh
and other dynamic areas of the city
could vastly improve the quality of
their environment if the residents
and shopkeepers are encouraged to
imvest time as well as money for
improving their surroundings. Let
us face it, the D.D.A. cannot do it
all — it is impossible: They should
begin to share their burdens with
the users of the environment. The
methodology of decision, process
making, planning, should include
the direct participation of citizens
groups. The Initiative to form these
groups both in social and tervitorial
dimensions, should come from the
authorities, They should cease to
view as a threat, the expression of
concern for the environment, its
organisation and its qualities, and

Jts effect on the daily lives of the

people, They should allow for
peaples alternatives in plan making
ingtead of seeking altematives (un.
wiher elitist groups. Therk

nothing wrong with high m:b
nology,  but
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something  wrong . _
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about where it comes from and how
it is to be used. Bringing obsolete
European prefabricated technology
is only going lo aggrevate the
situation. Sophisticated
prefabricated building systems have
been evolved and perfected in India
long before the industrial westem
world did <0. The stone architec-
ture at Jaisalmer is one such exim-
ple where the system accommo-
dates inclusion possibility for end-
less variety through of craft and
allows the users working with ma-
sons to assemble the component
‘parts in a manner that would suit
their social Tequirements and
satisfy their nesds of expression
and creativity. The system has
helped create an environment that
people can appreciate and relate to
even in a new age. There are
qualities that live for ever. And we
have reached the stage where we
need the help of foreign architec-
tures and designers in revitalising
on our crafts and material tech-
niques. Can the European,
Japanese or American engineers
who design the new prefabrication
system, ever hope to understand
and appreciate the potential and
possibilities of adopting and evolv-
ing the methods of stone
prefabrication and including new
materials, replacing but not de-
straying the spirit and qialities of
the ‘old'? Would he even care? But
the bigger question is — Do we
care?....Or are we looking for ins-
tant answers in wchm tha{ we

own homes?
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