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Akshay Pratisthén School New Dethi

" oncerned with educal-

C ing and imparting
skills to physically disabled
children along with able
bodied ones to enable them to
liearn to live together, the
shelter for the children at
Akshay Pratisthan was
designed to meet the evolving
needs of the curriculum, While
the main school building was
being constructed it was to
serve as classrooms for five
sets of children, Later, it was to
serve as a centre for the non-
formal activities of the school
catering (o crafts, a gymna-
sium and play-space, as well
as an amphithealre.

“The plan form evolved
from a sensing of the flow and
movement, with intervening
spaces. The main building of
the school was to be a grey grit
finished assortment of familiar
rectilinear compositions which
seemed to have little to do
with the world of the child.
The activity centre, therefore,
attempts to create elements of
joy, exciternent, beauty and a
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sense of scale, seeking all the
time to establish a strong
tactile relationship with mate-
rial, built form and space,
qualities that are missing in the
deprived resettlement colonies
that most of the children come
from

"Exigencies of time allowed
only two months to design and
build, and necessitated the
separation of the roof and
enclosing walls as independent
entities that could come up
simultaneously. Since the roof
was to be of ashestos (a gift),
the clients were advised to
cover it with thatch or a layer
of soil and evergreen creepers.

“Simple and easily compre-
hensible vernacular elements
of the building have led to a
situation where the clients
have been able to undertake
further additions on their own
in the same vocabulary and
spirit, even though we feel the
poetic quality of the original
core has perhaps been reduced
to prose in the recent interpre-
tations of the plan.”
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